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“Faith in Jesus”      Text – Mark 7:24-30        OT Reading – Psalm 87

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We have heard ________ publicly profess her faith in Jesus Christ today.  And it is nice to think about what that means as we come to the sermon.  And sometimes we set aside our normal preaching series to turn to another passage that is plainly about faith in Christ.  But in the Lord’s providence, we don’t have to do that today because this next portion of Mark’s Gospel is very much about faith in Jesus.  So may it be that the Lord uses these words to help _________ and indeed all of us to know more about what faith in Christ means.
So let’s first do a bit of review so we know where we are in the flow of Mark’s Gospel.  And then we will simply consider the encounter between Jesus and this woman and what it reveals about faith in Jesus Christ.

1. Well, Jesus has been very busy in the region of Galilee, which is where He grew up.  But He will now leave Galilee and begin what Bible scholars call the Perean ministry, which is the name of the area that He now moves to.  But this time is also referred to by some as the Retiring ministry.  And it is called this because of v24.  Jesus has been very busy in Galilee.  No matter where He went, the crowds flocked around Him.  And the leaders of the Jew, as we saw last time, are looking for a reason to kill Him.  So, He goes somewhere where He is unlikely to be recognized: “He entered a house,” we are told, “and did not want anyone to know it.”  
a. And let’s just think about this for a moment in terms of Jesus and the people and their leaders: 
i. He is loved and adored by the people.  But why?  Well, by and large, it is because He heals them from their illnesses and injuries and infirmities.  But He has come to bring a healing far greater than that.  But these people just do not yet understand this.  So we might say that Jesus moves away from that region to give the people there time to think about what they have seen Him do and what they have heard Him say.  
ii. But in terms of the leaders, it is far worse.  The don’t love Him at all.  They despise Him and want Him dead.  And to see just how wicked they are, which Mark wants us to do, think about the flow of recent chapters: Jesus heals a dead girl, Jesus heals a woman who has been ill for 12 years, Jesus feeds a crowd of over five thousand with a few bits of bread and fish, Jesus walks on water, and vast numbers of people are healed by Jesus just by touching the edge of His cloak.  And then?  Well, the teachers of the law and the Pharisees come to talk with Him about why some of His disciples don’t wash their hands according to the tradition of the elders.  
A. Boys and girls, have you ever had it where you show someone, like your teacher or a parent, a piece of school work or a colouring in that you have done.  And it is really good work that took you a long time and you are rightfully proud about what you have done.  And you show it to them hoping that they too will be pleased, but the first thing they do is point out that you put a comma in the wrong place or you just went outside the line a bit there.  Where there should be gushing praise, there is instead picky criticism.  
B. Well, its like that but much worse with the leaders of the Jews.  The miraculous and good and caring things that Jesus has been busy with night and day are completely ignored in favour of a telling off about a man-made rule.  
iii. Now, often, when you and I are treated like that by others, what do we do?  We go off and sulk a bit and have a bit of a pity-party.  But not Jesus.  This is not Jesus leaving in a huff because of how He has been treated.  No.  This is Jesus in control of the relationship between Him and the leaders of the Jews.  It will reach boiling point at the moment of His choosing, and not a day before.  But this is also Jesus revealing a little more about what it means to believe in Him.
2. And we see this as we note the connection between what Jesus does now with what He has just done if we look again at the first half of chapter 7.  For what was the debate of the first 23 verses all about?  Clean and unclean.  And as we saw, Jesus redefined clean and unclean.  With just a few words, Jesus did two things: He undid all of the OT laws about unclean foods and He exposed just how unclean sinful hearts are and how in need we are of the cleansing that only He can provide.  
a. And after all that has been said about uncleanness, where does Jesus go now?  Tyre and then, in the next story, Sidon and the Decapolis – Gentile land – unclean territory.  
b. And He begins His time here by speaking with a woman who is Greek.  
i. In Matthew’s account of this episode, he describes her as a Canaanite woman.  She is a descendant of those people that the people of Israel were supposed to completely destroy when they arrived in the Promised Land.  So she isn’t just a gentile – she is a Canaanite Gentile!
ii. But being a Gentile isn’t her only problem, for she is also a she.  I have told you before that pious Jewish men of this time would begin each day with a prayer in which they thanked God for not making them a Gentile or a woman.  And this is so, in part, because woman had to deal with being unclean on a monthly basis.  
iii. But Jesus speaks with a Gentile woman in Gentile land!
c. And we should have learned by now that this is very typical of this loving Lord Jesus.  He is not uninterested in the high and mighty of the world – He came to save sinners from every part of society – but again and again He seeks out the marginalized and the ignored and the ones who society doesn’t really value.  
i. And may this be a great encouragement to you if you are wondering if you are beyond the gaze of Jesus Christ.  Don’t ever make the mistake of thinking that Jesus is only interested in people of a certain type or position or station in life.  Don’t ever make the mistake of thinking that you are too dirty or different or damaged for the Saviour.  Learn from this woman that He came to save whoever would humble him or herself before Him and believe in Him.
3. Well, Jesus’ ‘fame’ has spread even up here to Tyre.  Somehow this woman has heard about Jesus.  And clearly, what she has heard has convinced her that He can help her daughter be rid of this demon.  So as soon as she hears that He is in town, she seeks Him out, falls at His feet and begs Him “to drive the demon out of her daughter.”
a. Now, in Matthew’s parallel account, this is how Jesus responds to her at first: We read, “Jesus did not answer a word.”  And he tells us that she keeps shouting out her request to Him.  
i. And so, He then has this conversation with her about the children and the dogs.  And we will look at this conversation in a moment, but why didn’t He answer her straight away?  Why the silence?  Isn’t it hard enough for her to even approach Him as a Gentile and woman?  Why does He appear to make it so difficult for her to get what she asks for?  
And here we note the first of three specific elements that we see in the faith of this woman.  And we will simply consider these three with the rest of our time.  The first is her persistence.  
1. And persistence, boys and girls, means repeated effort.  You will have heard your parents tell you when you were learning to ride a bike, for example, keep trying.  Don’t give up.  If you fall off, climb on again and have another go.  And that’s persistence.  
2. Well, this woman shows persistence, as we have seen.  She didn’t quietly ask Jesus to help her daughter, once, and then slink off when He did not respond.  No, the tense of the Greek word translated as “begged” in v26, indicates that she kept on begging.  
a. And there will be a number of encounters with Jesus and parables that He tells that emphasize the importance of being persistent:

i. Jesus says, for instance, “ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and the door will be opened to you.”  And the sense He uses is ask, ask, ask, ask, and ask again; seek, seek, seek, seek and seek again; knock, knock, knock, knock and knock again.  
ii. And He tells us also to be like the widow who came every day to ask the judge for mercy until he grew so tired of her bothering him that he just gave her what she wanted.  We are to be persistent in what we seek from Him. 
b. And it is the initial silence of Jesus that draws this persistence from this woman.  By His silence, Jesus elevates the woman’s awareness of her own faith - she has to repeat her request of Him.  And this reinforces to her that only He can give her what she needs.  And in the process, of course, the others who hear this exchange can learn the same lesson.  And because it is recorded here in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus holds her faith up for the church forever to see, just as we are seeing it now.   
3. But she still has more to learn about persistence.  And we see this in the conversation that she has with Jesus.  And it is a curious conversation, isn’t it.  We might even think that the Lord comes across as rather rude or insensitive as He calls her a dog!  
a. But this is not the case.  From Matthew’s Gospel, we learn that the first thing Jesus said to her was that He “was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”  She then kneeled before Him and said, “Lord, help me!”  And then Jesus says what He says about the children eating first and how it is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.  And she responds by agreeing but observing that dogs are happy with even the crumbs that fall from the children’s food.  
b. Now, what this woman understood about the theology in Jesus’ words, we don’t know.  It is more likely that she was making observations about an actual meal table.  But in this brief conversation, we have a lesson in salvation history where even the woman speaks the truth.  
i. God is a God of covenant.  He made His covenant of grace with Adam promising to be a God to Him and His offspring.  
ii. But then, in Genesis 17, He revealed that He would live in this covenant relationship only with the children of Abraham, the Jews, for a time, and then, later on with all the nations of the world.  
iii. And this is what Jesus is telling her.  This is the time that God has chosen to work in a saving way with the Jews.  It would not be right for me to give this blessing away to the Gentiles, whom the Jews viewed as dogs, now.  
iv. We read earlier from Psalm 87.  And Psalm 87 speaks of a time when those from Tyre will be counted among the people of the Lord.  It is unlikely though that this woman of Tyre is familiar with Psalm 87.
v. But notice how Jesus began His words to her in v27: “First let the children eat all they want.”  And the implication of the word “first” is what?  That there is second.  And when the children no longer want to eat anymore, well then the dogs can eat the food.  So she latches on to what Jesus has revealed about the second time and when the children are full.  
vi. But think also of God’s history with the Jews.  Has salvation come only to the Jews?  Have their been no Gentiles, at all, who have come to know Yahweh?  Do you boys and girls remember the stories of gentile believers in the OT?  Rahab?  Ruth?  The widow of Zeraphath?  Naaman?  So, whether this woman knew of these Gentile converts or not, she is right in observing that some ‘dogs’ have eaten the crumbs that have fallen from the children’s table.  
4. And so, in all of this, this woman has learned something about asking things of the Lord that she would not have learned if He straight away granted her what she requested.  And we have learned that with her, I trust.  
a. _________, brothers and sisters, be persistent in your prayers.  I am sure you don’t want to be led into temptation and to be delivered from evil. Right?  Well, ask for those things again and again and again and again.  For that is persistent faith at work.  
b. Boys and girls, if you find it hard to be kind to your brother or sister, for example, ask and ask and ask and ask the Lord to help you be kind.  The faith the Lord seeks in His people is persistent faith.
But note secondly, that her faith is humble.  
1. You see, we must not get the idea that because she was persistent she earned the favour of Jesus; you know, that Jesus was initially not inclined to give her what she sought, but because she kept on asking for it, so He finally relented and decided to give in.  
2. And we can make the same mistake with the parable of the persistent widow that I mentioned earlier.  We can come away from it thinking that if we badger God enough, He will do what we want; that if we get enough people to pray for something, He will eventually give in.  
a. What Jesus shows her in this conversation is that she deserves nothing from Him; she has no basis in herself for claiming anything; there is nothing about her that makes her worthy of His attention.  And she understand this.  She is willing to come to Him even as a ‘dog.’  But she believes that Jesus is able to do what she seeks.  She comes to Him in faith.  She comes to Him in humility.     
i. Do you remember what the Psalmist says about sacrifices and a contrite heart in Psalm 51?  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”  
ii. Those who come to God, recognizing that they deserve nothing, but confident that He can supply them with all that they need, will have their prayers answered.  
iii. The hymn writer puts it this way, “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.”  
iv. And that is what we have heard _________ speak of today.  What she has publicly professed today is her faith in Jesus Christ.  She understands that she has been saved by grace alone.  
v. And that is good news for you if you are sitting there examining your life and finding your self unworthy of the attention of Jesus.  Jesus came to save sinners.  And if you are very conscious of the fact that you are a sinner, well, to borrow a modern phrase, welcome to the club!  You are among those who are sinners saved by faith alone in Christ alone by grace alone.  
vi. A little devotional I read this week expresses it this way:

A. We are cripples leaning on the cross-shaped crutch of Jesus Christ.

B. We are paralytics living minute by minute in the iron lung of God’s mercy.

C. We are children asleep in heaven’s stroller.

1) For when we see ourselves in this light, it is no glory to us and all glory to God.
vii. True faith is humble.
But lastly, the woman’s faith was also trusting.

1. In v29, Jesus says to her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”  And what does she do?  “She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.”  
a. And we shouldn’t read this quickly and not pause to ponder what we are told here.  Jesus does not do anything.  He doesn’t fold His hands and pray for her daughter or speak any words of healing or give her a special ointment to take to her daughter, or anything of the sort.  He simply tells the woman to go and that the demon is gone.  And she goes!  She obeys!  She trusts!  She doesn’t refuse to leave until Jesus has come to her house to perform the healing.  She doesn’t need to see Jesus do the thing with her own eyes in order to believe it.  She simply goes.  She obeys!  She trusts!
2. Now, her faith had to do with the power of Jesus to heal.  She stood on the other side of the cross from you and me.  She did not have the greatest revelation of the power and love of Jesus that the cross represents.  But you do.  It is told here in the Word of God.  Jesus came to earth to die on the cross that all those who believe in Him might have their sins forgiven.  
a. _________ has not seen Jesus with her own eyes.  As an infant and as a child, she was taught about Him, and now, as an adult, she has read about Him for herself.  
b. And this is what Jesus says in Matthew 10:32-33, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.”  
i. Jesus says to _________ and to you and me – go, believe in me and confess me before men.  Well, _________ wants us to know that she trusts in Jesus Christ.  She has learned the lesson of faith that is set before us in these verses – the lesson of persistence, humility and trust.  Have you learned this lesson?  May it be so.  Amen.

